
 

 

ST. HELENS RUGBY LEAGUE REFEREES SOCIETY 
 

Minutes from Decembers’ General Meeting held at the Greenall’s Club, Alder Hey Road, 
  St. Helens on Wednesday 5th December 2018. 

 
Meeting Chaired by: Chris Hardman. 

Minutes recorded by: Chris Hardman. 
 

 
The Secretary, Chris Hardman, opened the meeting by welcoming all members present. 
Most business was collapsed for this meeting due to the guest speaker Phil Clarke 
 
1. MEMBERS PRESENT & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
As per attendance record. Apologies were taken from Adam Johnson, Adam Jackson, Frank Tickle, Jamie 
Barr, Tolver Arnold, Martyn Haigh, Liam Jones and John Kinsella with the latter 2 sending their Christmas 
wishes to the society. 
 
2. SOCIETY UPDATE 
Just before the guest speaker began, Chris Hardman brought up how Christmas orders need to be in by 
Friday 14th December, so he can take the order on the Saturday. It was also encouraged that season 
honors be sent to Stuart Fraser for his newsletter, as no one has done so yet. 
 
Also, good luck was given to all members who were to do the fitness test.  
 
Chris Hardman brought the raffle prizes, where £23 was taken in (Chris Hardman took home to put in the 
bank). Winners were Zoe Brown and George Johnson. Adam Jackson is to bring the raffle prizes for 
January, carrying on from last month.  
 
Thank you also to Zoe Brown for brining Mince Pies for everyone present at the meeting, and also Stuart 
Lloyd who brought a prize for the Christmas raffle. 
 
3. GUEST SPEAKER 
 
As he organised the guest speaker, Innes Arnold introduced the guest speaker Phil Clarke. 
 
Phil immediately started his presentation by thanking referees, suggesting that without them we would not 
have a game. 
 
Phil then proceeded to go through a powerpoint about his career, starting from growing up into rugby with 
his Father, leading to school boy rugby and playing at Wembley in the Challenge Cup curtain raiser. 
Following on from this, he spoke about signing for Wigan and his Great Britain days including tours of 
Papa New Guinea, Australia and New Zealand.  
 
After this, he touched upon his time in Australia and his career ending injury. Due to his injury, he ended 
up as the Chief Executive at Wigan, but almost went into refereeing, as well as being Team Manager for 
Great Britain and his current role in Sky Sports. He briefly spoke about his time running the London 
Marathon. 
 
Throughout his presentation were clearly thought out situations which linked with his audience. He 
discussed a number of points of play, mainly the red cards in his career, as well as looking at the 
disciplinary side of things, encouraging discussion between many members. 
 
After a short break at 20:40, the meeting was reopened at 20:48 to Phil asking our society a few questions. 
This lead to a discussion about society and personal opinions about the Shot Clock, Video Referees and 
playing to the rules. The atmosphere was wonderful as our members shared opinions which matched and 
differed from Phil’s. 
 



 

 

The meeting was closed at 21:40 after thanks were given to Phil and our usual photograph was taken. 
Thank you must be passed to Innes Arnold for orgagnising this guest speaker, but more so to Phil Clarke 
for taking the time not only to speak but also the time given up for making such a well thought out and 
engaging presentation. 
 
For those members not present at this year’s Christmas Meal, the Committee hope you have a wonderful 

Christmas, and a happy New Year! 😊 

 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING- Wednesday 2nd January 2019, Greenall’s Club 19:30 start. 

 


