
 

 

ST. HELENS RUGBY LEAGUE REFEREES SOCIETY 
 

Minutes from Augusts’ General Meeting held at the Greenall’s Club, Alder Hey Road, 
  St. Helens on Wednesday 1st August 2018. 

 
Meeting Chaired by: Jamie Barr. 

Minutes recorded by: Chris Hardman. 
 

 
The Chairman, Jamie Barr, opened the meeting by welcoming all members present. 
 
1. MEMBERS PRESENT & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Members present has been recorded on the attendance record. Apologies were given for the following 
people: Ryan Cox, Denton Arnold, Frank Tickle, Matt Charnock, Simon Barrie, John Kinsella, Stuart 
Fraser, Mackenzie Maddison, Phil Rigby, Shaun Pickering, Tolver Arnold, George Charters, Lucy 
Rotherham, Kristian Silock and Adam Johnson.  
 
2. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
There were no matters arising from the previous minutes. 
 
The minutes from the July meeting were proposed as a true and correct record by Adam Jackson, 
seconded by Brian Cummings. Carried.  
 
 
3. CORRESPONDENCE & FINANCE 
Correspondence: We have been approached by Mark Howarth with the proposal to link meetings and 
trainings to southern societies who would otherwise find it difficult to attend their own meetings and 
trainings. Whilst the committee liked the idea, we did find a number of difficulties with this, and we replied 
to Mark with a handful of proposals including live streaming the RFL training at Culcheth, or being a point 
of contact for members of the other societies if they have any issues or points of play they wish to discuss. 
We have not received a response from Mark at this moment in time. 
 
We have agreed to pay an extension on the website security.  
 
Finance: We have encountered a problem with regards to changing the signatures. Whilst the bank 
confirmed everything had been filled in correctly in branch, it turns out this was not the case, and because 
the correspondence address had not been changed yet (due to it being a part of the form) the forms went 
back to Ryan Snelson. They had not been received, so after a phone call to the bank, they emailed out 
the missing forms which were signed and sent out at the start of the week. Hopefully this problem will be 
rectified by the second Wednesday in August. 
 
However, we did have access to June’s statement, and further to the previous meeting we had an extra 
two course fees paid directly in to the bank, as well as two more taken in cash on the day (minus the cost 
of refreshments for the day). 
 
4. RECRUITMENT, DEVELOPMENT & APPOINTMENTS 
R.  
The following members were attending their second general meeting: Casey Naylor, Nick Hart and Zoe 
Brown. Due to the guest speaker at the previous meeting, George Charters and Lucy Rotherham have 
also attended two meetings but were not made probationary members. It was proposed by Innes Arnold 
and seconded by David Lowe that these members would become probationary members. This received 
a majority vote, and the motion was carried. 
 
There was mention of a course being run at Thatto Heath, which we have not heard about so the 
committee will chase up as soon as possible.  
 
Phil Rigby is interested to do match official courses around the winter months, similar to what was done 



 

 

previously. 
 
D. 
 
Whilst it is the summer holidays, the development meetings will be played by ear this month, with some 
suggestions on Sunday mornings depending on availability. This will be sorted via the development 
whatsapp group. 
 
A.  
 
Congratulations to the following appointments during the month of July: 
 
St. Helens Schools finals, year 8 – Referee: Ryan Cox, Touch judges: Shaun Pickering and Phil Anders, 
Reserve: Tolver Arnold. 
 
St.Helens Schools finals, year 10 – Referee: Tolver Arnold, Touch judges: Innes Arnold and Steve 
Flloyd, Reserve: Shuan Pickering. 
 
Thank you also to Denton Arnold and Brian Cummings who were time keeper and referee support 
(respectively) for both games. 
 
Tolver Arnold, Mackenzie Maddison and Ryan Cox for their match official roles on the Champion 
Schools National Finals. 
 
Ryan Cox and Stuart Fraser for being match officials the NWC under 12’s finals, with both refereeing 
and touch judging at some point during the day. David Lowe (who was in attendance at the finals) 
commented on how well they both performed. 
 
Mackenzie Maddison, Stuart Fraser, Liam Jones and Adam Johnson for the NWC 13’s-15’s finals day. 
 
Denton Arnold (ref) and Stuart Lloyd (touch judge) for the Wales v Scotland Under 16’s International. 
 
Chris Hardman and Denton Arnold for the Thatto Heath 9’s festival (under 13’s). 
 
Adam Johnson for Touch Judging his first League 1 game. 
 
Adam Johnson for his first Championship Reseve. 
 
Phil Smith for being Reserve for Malta v Ukraine, a World Cup Qualifier. 
 
Congratulations and good luck to the following appointments for the upcoming month: 
 
Denton Arnold (Reserve) is going to Toronto for a middle 8’s game. 
 
Tolver Arnold (Touch Judge) is going to Toulouse for a middle 8’s game. 
 
Stuart Fraser (Touch Judge) has been appointed for the Women’s Challenge Cup Final. 
 
 
The committee would like to remind members that, if approached by a club to do a game of any age, 
please make the committee aware, as this should not be happening. An unnamed club has asked for 2 
referees to do a u12’s game and u13’s game at a festival of rugby. Need to confirm with Darren Hayes 
about this. 
  
 
5. SERVICE AREA & OTHER SUPPORT  
 
There was no service area meeting this month but there was a meeting at Blackbrook, with an idea of 



 

 

getting older, rejected players back into playing which could affect our recruitment. 
 
6. SOCIETY UPDATE 
 
Kit – The kit has yet to be ordered due to the bank situation. Once it is ordered we are hoping to get a 
meeting for sponsorship, we have been unfortunate in the respect that Frank Tickle has been at Thatto 
Heath when Mike was not there. 
 
Training – There has been a complaint about the standard of training, and also the standard of 
performances at training when Craig Hill isn’t there. As a society, we appreciate that members may wish 
to take it easy especially if they have other training sessions or games in that week. This is acceptable, 
but to avoid future issues, please make this aware to the person who is running training. It is also 
encouraged that trainers respect whoever is taking training, no matter who that person be. 
 
However, to avoid the dip in the standard of training and how it is run, Jamie Barr will speak to Craig Hill 
about appointing a training assistant, someone who will run training when Craig cannot make it.  
 
 
It was brought up about the use of Gold Cards, and to make sure they are scanned every time someone 
trains, whether that be on their own or with the society. It is encouraged that members with a gold card 
make an effort to attend society training wherever possible as there are now no more entry costs. 
 
With the discussion of gold cards, it was brought up about using them at Lancashire training. Jamie Barr, 
who has been in contact with Frank Tickle, said that Frank is not going to stop using gold cards are this 
training, but reiterated Frank’s feelings with regards to members outside our society having to pay for an 
RFL training whereas our members get in for free. 
 
We had a break in the meeting here (20:30), where raffle tickets were sold. We made £12 from the raffle 
(collected in by Chris Hardman) where George Johnson brought the prize. Brian Cummings won the raffle, 
and is bringing the prize for next month’s raffle. 
 
7. RFL UPDATE 
 
There is no official RFL update, but members commented on how the meetings have a more positive 
attitude towards them now. 
 
It is also noted that the RFL is stressing the high standards that is expected on social media, encouraging 
officials to not leave themselves open to attack on social media and be careful and thoughtful of what they 
post on social media. This is reiterated by the society. 

 
 
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
The committee is starting to look at venues for the Christmas meal. The Micklehead Green is to be 
discussed again, but if any members have any other suggestions please bring it forward to the committee. 
 
9. GUEST SPEAKER 
 
We had no guest speaker present, but we did discuss the success of Dave Campbell at the previous 
meeting, and sent our thanks out again. We discussed some potential guest speakers including players 
(past and present), owners, referees and referees of other sports. If anyone has any suggestions, please 
bring them forward to the committee. 
 
10. POINTS OF PLAY & DEVELOPMENT DISCUSSION 
Members discussed brief points of play. 
 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING : 05/09/2018 



 

 

 


